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Abstract of JP 9238163 (A) 
PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED; To improve the 
flexibility and the functionality of buffer memory 
management by discriminating whether or not a 
buffer memory is used for reception of frames so as 
to store received frame efficiently. SOLUTION: An 
optical fiber channel exchange is provided with 
plural ports 302 and supports frame transmission of 
equipments coupled with the ports. Buffer memories 
432, 434, 436 t 438 or the like for each port 302 store 
the received frame till the path to a destination port 
is decided tentatively. Each state device 460 stores 
buffer state information representing whether or not 
the corresponding buffer memories 432, 434, 436, 
438 are used for frame reception. A state/control 
logic circuit 418 analyzes the buffer state information 
and stores the reception frame from each port 302 
sequentially to the available buffer memory. Thus, 
the circuit 418 accesses in parallel with a plurality of 
buffer memories. 
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